
Six years ago, Amina Khalid set up Peace Begins 
at Home with support from Somali Initiative for 
Dialogue and Democracy (SIDD) and Initiatives of 
Change UK. 

Peace Begins at Home is an Intergenerational 
dialogue training programme that builds bridges 
between the generations in troubled communities. 
Many people from Diaspora communities struggle
to fit in or find a sense of belonging, which can 
lead to conflict. The focus that makes this initiative 
different is its intergenerational element; Peace Begins
at Home aims to unite people from different 
backgrounds and cultures by bringing them 
together and building confidence.

The project was initially set up to support the Somali
community, as Amina explained that “One the biggest
challenges faced by the Somali, and other diaspora 
communities in London, is inter-generational. When 
there is lack of communication, it can often result in 
unspoken conflict which remains unaddressed and 
affects both older and younger members.”

Peace Begins at Home now delivers programmes to 
a diverse range of communities, including schools, 
both nationally and internationally, and has so far 
trained 500 people.

On 30th January 2016, Amina ran inter-generational
dialogue workshop at the Andover Community 
Centre in London Islington. The workshop was the 
first of three one-day events delivered in partnership
with St. Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation and 
Peace, Search for Common Ground and IofC UK. 

The workshop enabled over 50 participants to 
engage in intergenerational dialogue and a variety 
of guest speakers were invited to speak at the event. 
Jeremy Corbyn MP was amongst the speakers to 
attend and reinforced the positive contribution that 
Somalis have made to the Islington community 
when he said, “The contribution that Somalis have 
made is absolutely fantastic - the businesses you 
have opened, the community you have developed 
and the support you have given to young people”.

Corbyn’s comments also highlighted the importance
of working together in partnerships, rather than in 
silos:

“It is a question of reaching out to the whole 
community. If we preach separation and if we 
preach unpleasantness to all – as some of our media
do all the time – then that plays out to something 
very, very bad.”

“Today’s meeting is an example of people coming together, confronting sometimes 
not easy issues, but confronting those issues and leaving it together as a much 
stronger and a more respective community. What I want to say is that there is
some hope around.”

Peace Begins at Home 
Restoring self-worth through Intergenerational Dialogue

- Jeremy Corbyn MP, speaking at a recent PBH Workshop


